Another great use of technology to promote microlearning ...

In my research efforts, | have a fresh understanding and renewed interest in Mind Mapping specifically
and "radiant thinking" in general. The idea of compressing a 60 minute lecture is interesting enough,
however, there are still quite a few skeptics.

In order to further illustrate how micro-lectures (kbursts) are the direct result of critical content, |
decided to take a previous podcast (Acting 101 - The Musical Theater) and create two different mind
maps. The first map was ONLY the content that | would use in my lecture. The second map included
those details that | would elaborate on to teach the topics in more details - consider these sub-topics.

In the linked PDF file [ click here ] you can see how main topics would be expanded to provide clarity
"for the learner" ... however, these are not provided in the micro-lecture. These sub-topics could simply
be identified in a worksheet for the learner to begin gathering the target information.

Those items that are in "yellow" represent the extended topics that could be elaborated on during the
classic lecture or become the focus of self-study for the learner. Studies in the use of mind mapping
have shown that learners rarely ever pick the exact same items for their maps. This tendency could be
exploited and promoted as the uniquely creative experience of every learner. While this does not
encourage "group concept building" initially, it does improve the sharing of "collective ideas" after the
individual learners have completed their assignments.

Better yet, by creating a visual map for the learner it is likely that they then would add even greater
detail - additional sub-topics that were NOT included in the extended map iteration.

Although there are many good mind mapping software applications available, | prefer to use Mindjet's
Mind Manager Pro. To promote this strategy with younger learners you could also use images and
symbols instead of words. Actually, the use of images and symbols is appropriate for ALL learners,
regardless of age.
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